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Jn Intimation of divers ThUofophical particulars^ nort> underta^ 
J^7i andcon[iderd by fever al Ingenious and Learned men • here 
tn/erted to excite others to joyn with them in the fame or the 
like Attempts and Oofervations, 

Flrfl^ we have notice given us , that at Paris the Excels 
lent Signior Cafftni hath lately decei^ted again Spots in 
the Sun^ ot which none have been feen thefe many years^ 
that we know of. 'ThS hoped that that learned Aftrono* 
mer will Ihortly piiblifh a Defcription of what he Ihall 
have obfcrved of this kind* Mean time we cannot but ac» 
quaint the Curious, thar^as far as we can learn^ the laft ob- 
jfervation in England of any Solar Spots , was made by our 
Koble Philofopher Mr. Boyl ^ who, upon an occafional 
difcourfe of this Subjed:, was pleafed to communicate 
what he had obfcrved of this kind, as he found it regiftred 
in his Notes^ viz* 

Friday^ April 27* 1 660^ about 8 of the cloc\ in the Morning ^ 
there appeared a Spot in the longer hmb of the Sun a little towards^ 
the South of its uSEquator , which rwas entred about lo of the 
Diameter of the Sun^ it f elf being about 7^^ mits Jhorte(i Dia- 
meter ^of that of the Sun ; its longejl, abou^ f; of the fame^ It 
di f appear d upon Wednejday Morning ( May 9'^ ) though wefatp 
it the day bfore about ic in the morning to be near about the jame 
di/ian^efrom the Wefi-Vfiardlimba little South of its ^quator^ 

thatitfrfl appeared to be from theEaJi'^wardMrnb^ 
a little South alfaofits asquator. It feem'dto move 
fafer in the middle of the Sun than toroards the 
Hmb^ It rvas a very dark Spot almofi of a^m- 
^i^^ dr angular form^ and wm enclofed round with a l{ind 
efduskijb cloudy much in this form and in this prat 
prtion t9 the Spot^ 
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We fir ft obfervd this vBryJame Spot heth for figure yCokur and 
bul^, to h re»ent€fdthe Sun May 2 %^^, when it (eemdtB be in a 
part of th0 fame line it had formerly traced 5 and was enteid a- 
bout —of its Diameter about 7 of the clock^in the afternoon. At 
the fame time there appear d another Spot ^ which was jujl entred 
andappeard to be entred not above ~ part of the Suns diame-^ 
ter. It appear d to be k^^efi toroards the North and Southland 
Jhorteji towards the Fajl and Wejl^ There feerrid to be difpers'd 
about it divers fmall clouds here end there. 

Thefe Obfcrvations were rnade^ as the Noble Obfer- 
ver told us^ with an excellent Telefcope, in the prefence 
of divers Carious and Ingenious perfons^ one ot whom 
was Mr. Hoo^. And difcourfing of the thoughts he had 
entertained touching the Effects of fiich SpotSjtie fuggefted 
this Inquiry, Whether they might not caufe a considera- 
ble alteration both in the Body of the Sun it felf^ and 'm 
our Air and the Bodies in it upon their diflipation r 

Secondlf ^ we underftand^ that at Paris the Royal 
Obfervatory ^ oow a building for making Celeftiai Dif- 
coveries^is very far advaoced^and vrill fhortly be in a con- 
dition to be employed for the ufe intended ; whence we 
may expe<3: a confiderable advancement of the Aftrono- 
mical Science* In the fame Edifice^ which the faid 0^- 
/^rt^^^^ry maketh a part of, wc are inform'd that there h^ 
befidesmany other rooms fit for Philofophica! ufes and 
purpofes, a very deep Cave, having an hundred threefcore 
and tenftepsof defcenti wherein many forts ok Experi- 
ments are intended to be made^ being of chat naturej that 
they require to be remote from the Sun^beams and the o- 
pen Air ; fuch as are Thermometrical ones , and fuch as 
concern Refrigerations^ Coagulations^ Indurations, and 
Confervations of Bodies^ and a thoufand things more. 

2f rV^/^jWe hear, that the Learned Monfieur Jfia^ri^^^ is 
publifhing two very defirable Difcourfes^the one oiFifion^ 
upon which fubjed:he hath difcovered fomething new 
and co'iJGd^r^bJe .• the other of the Art of C^t^e.?i>a^, where- 
in he delivers many remarkable particulars abouc Refra- 
<^on3 and the Errors, that may, upon the account thereof, 
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be impofed upon men ; together wkh federal New Inftru* 
ments of Levelling exactly* 

Fourthly, we find by Letters out of Germany ^ that the 
learn'd Fhyfitian Dr. K^rnmamus^ is .printing a Book con-' 
cerningthe Tindtures or Eflences ok the Excretions of In- 
fers, which having fed upon feveral herbs and flowers, 
yield fuch dungs, wherein the tindiarej colour andvertue 
of thefe vegetables are to be found: Thus for example, 
he can extract a curioufly redtindure out of Excrements 
of Worms that have fed upon Rofes, ^c. 

fifthly, we find by Letters out of Italy, that a very In-« 
genious perfon there^ upon the confideration of what hath 
been lately intimated touching certain Experiments for 
finding out 3 whether thece be a Circulation of Sap in 
Trees^ refemWing that of Bloud in Animals \ Off^^rs it to 
the confideration of Naturalifts, Whether it be likely to 
find a place in Vegetables, whence the Sap may part, and 
whither it may return/uch as is the Heart in Animals j ad- 
ding, that whereas VcgetaHes are alwayes to put forth new 
branches, leavesj Be. it feems to be fufficient for themjthat 
there be a continual aed plentiful courfe and lupply of 
Juyce, to thruft out every way, without any necefficy of 
fuchaCirculation. 

Sixthly^ whereas it hath been more than once men- 
tioned in thefe Papers^ "^ Mulierum 

^^tl^:.tt^U"*' 'tr'P Ovarioanalozos ; nee tm^ 

turn m nuptis i3 facunats Mulienbus^ 
fed etiam in Virginibus ejfe Ova vera, &:c* We cannot but figr 
Difieherej forforther inquiry , that there hath been very 
lately made by two Phyfitians at Parts a dilfedion of a 
CoWj incujm tefiicuUs ova repertafuerinty uH I(erkringius ob^ 
fervajje fe fcripferat in Antbropogenim (urn hhmgraphia \ and 
that ^^^r^ they intend to purfue this Inquiry, inviting o- 
thers to make the fame refearck Wherein fince the lear- 
ned Dr. Walter N.edham^ an Englifh Phyfitian, and a wor- 
thy Fellow nf the /(♦ Society^ hath heretofore already been 
converfant to goud purpofe , it is here publikejy wifhed, 
that he would make a further progrcfs in the fame y plures 
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inpituendo diffeUhms^ catsllarum imprimis waldi juvmum^ Set* 
ad ret certitudtnem major em. 

Seaventhly^ from Germany we are inform'd , that in the 
XJoivcrfity of "jena in Vpper Saxony^ one Mr. Weigbelmsy 
Profcffor of the Machematicks there^ hath invented feve* 
ral ingenious laftruments and Engins ^ As firft, an Aftro* 
nomicalone^ w\\\c\\h^Cd\\s A [IrodtBt cum ^ by the means 
whereof very many perfons fliall be able at one and the 
fame time to behold one and the fame Stan Secondly, 
An exceeding great gM^ of the Ifcr/^jCipab^e of ten per- 
fons to fit in it all at once, and to behold the motions of 
theceleftial Bodies^ C^r. Thirdly, kx\ odd Bridge, orakuid 
of Stairs, by which a man fliall defcend and yerr^'?!!ybe 
raifed upward, and going as 'twere upon a plair fiialUn m 
a lower, by g :*ntly fubiidmg, arrive to an upper &of)\j3c^ 
Of thefe and other particulars , faid to be in part already 
done, andinpartdefign'd by the faid MathemarfciaDj we 
hope we fliall in time obtain a more fatisfa^ory ac# 
Gompt^ 

The E%traB of a Letter written hy Mr. John Ray to the Pub^ 
li/IjerfromMidkton.July ^. 1671. concerning Spontaneous 
Generation ; Jj af) [ome Infccls [mellwgofMusl(^i 
Sir^ 

S to the particulars contained in your Letter, I well re- 
_ _ raemb r, that Mv^. Lifter d\d , a good whle free, 
write me his opinion concerning Fegeiabte Excrejce^^cies, 
and the Infed:s therein bred ard harboured^ but the Let- 
ter containing that Difcourfe 1 have not at pre^nt bv me^ 
it beuig feiit away in a band^'e of other Letters and papers 
into£/^x. I havf* therefore writ- 
t-entohirato defire h!m,to take the * ih Reader is i k? tafind 

pains himfelf to fend ycu his tlnf^^t'^l^^^^^^ 
thoughts upon that fubjed:, '^ 

Whether there be any Spontaneous or Anomalous Ccne'- 
r^^iof? of Animals 5 as hath been the conflrant opinion of 
lSIaruraIifl:s heretofore, I think there is good reafon to 
^jueftion^ It fcvMnstomeat prelent moft probable, that 

there 




